Assist. Prof. Dr. Maja I. Smodis Skerl, DVM

"BUZZING TOGETHER: BEES AND PLANTS ADAPTING TO THE CHANGING
ENVIRONMENT"

Lecture in the framework of the Joint Project of the Pollinator Ecosystem Preservation and
Raising Awareness about Pollinators and Beekeeping

Abstract:

Natural disasters like fires and floods have become more frequent and intense globally in recent
years, causing extensive destruction and irreversible alterations to a variety of ecosystems. These
catastrophes have had a profound and immediate effect, wreaking havoc on the ecosystem and
surrounding areas. In light of this dire situation, efforts to preserve and restore the natural
environment have become increasingly important. Beekeeping is one such promising alternative;
it has become popular as a useful tool for rebuilding areas damaged by fire and flooding. In the
wake of natural disasters, the pollination function of bees is essential to the restoration of flora
and wildlife. Since plant life is frequently destroyed by wildfires and floods, reintroduction of
honeybees can be extremely important to restoring the ecological balance. Communities and
politicians can include sustainable beekeeping practices into their environmental rehabilitation
programs by acknowledging the important role that honeybees and other pollinators play in
ecological restoration.

About thelecturer:

Assist. Prof. Dr. Maja I. Smodi$ Skerl, DVM, a senior researcher at the Agricultural Institute of
Slovenia in Ljubljana, has over eighteen years of expertise in honeybee research, with an emphasis
on nutrition and health. She is a lecturer at the University of Primorska and the author of two
monographs, "Cebelarjenje za vsakogar' (Beekeeping for Everyone) and "Prehrana cebel'
(Honeybee Nutrition), as well as other scientific publications that she has co-authored. She also
actively engages in national and international programs and advises MSc and PhD students in
Slovenia and Croatia. She collaborates by working as a beekeeping instructor at the Slovenian
Beekeeping Academy.
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